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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



JULY AND AUGUST, 1851. 



ADDRESS BEFORE THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 

by kev. eupus iv. clabk. 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Peace Society : 

In listening to the Report which has been presented, of the 
operations of the American Peace Society, we are struck with the 
inadequacy of the means in use for the accomplishment of the 
ends for which the Society was established. An evil that from 
the earliest ages has overshadowed all other evils ; that is inter- 
woven with the governments, and social institutions of the world ; 
that pervades the literature of even Christian nations, and is 
sustained by vast appropriations from the revenues of all countries, 
is not to be destroyed by the occasional holding of meetings, and 
the annual expenditure of a few thousand dollars. 

What is War, about which some men talk so coolly and flippant- 
ly ? I have been endeavoring recently to measure its power ; to 
explore its dark empire ; to fathom the depth of its horrors ; to 
paint upon my own imagination, its scenes of wild desolation and 
dreadful misery. But the attempt has taught me, that the evil 
can be neither realized nor described. The most potent words, 
vivid descriptions, accurate compilation of statistics, fail to answer 
the question. 'What is War?' As we run our eye along the 
history of mankind, this huge monster stares us in the face, bidding 
defiance to all our efforts to portray its hideous features. To ap- 
proximate towards a definition, War is the concentration of all 
crimes. It is injustice, revenge, lust, cruelty and murder in uni- 
form. It is hell organized, rendered effective by discipline. It is 
the combination of the millions in a nation, to execute deeds of 
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wickedness by national power, that are beyond the reach of indi- 
vidual power. It is the strength, resources and skill of one nation, 
employed to render as wretched as possible other nations. War, in 
fact, is the deity of misery, — a deity that is worshipped without 
temples, sustained without a priesthood, adored by millions of 
willing followers. Its songs are written in every language. Its 
altars are drenched with the blood of fourteen thousand millions 
of victims. 

Napoleon, in a moment of remorse, said, — and surely he ought 
to know, — "War is the trade of barbarians." A distinguished 
British officer said, " Ours is a damnable profession." 

At the introduction of Christianity, this gigantic sin was assailed 
with more directness and force than any other. While with refer- 
ence to other evils the principles of the new religion were general, 
here they were specific. It was a significant fact, that the Messiah 
selected for his mission to earth a period of universal peace. As 
though he had patiently waited at the gates for the war-trumpet to 
be silent, for the tempest of human passions to subside, for the 
rivers of human blood to cease to flow, he at last, the temple of 
Janus being shut, ventures to enter and proclaim God's truth. His 
approach is announced by the sweet strains of an angelic song, — 
" Peace on earth, good will toward men." His title is " Prince of 
Peace." Thus his system, in its infancy, is baptized with the spirit 
of peace. It appears before the world as the antagonistic element 
of war, designed to contend against it, stay its ravages, waste away 
its power, obliterate from the human memory its barbarous maxims, 
revolutionize public opinion, and hold before the minds of men 
principles of justice, right and mercy, until they ' beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into priming-hooks, and learn 
war no more.' 

The vital connection between the peace cause, and all other 
Christian charities and enterprises, must be obvious to every one. 
If this Society fails of its object, all other societies that are aiming 
at the elevation and evangelization of the world, must fail. We 
may have our missionary societies for sending preachers of right- 
eousness to the heathen ; our associations for scattering bibles and 
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religious books in the various languages arid dialects of the world; 
our societies for the benefit of the sailor, the prisoner, the inebriate, 
the ignorant, and the outcast; and, like so many gallant barks 
freighted with the hopes of the world, they may for a while sail 
prosperously over a placid ocean. But let the war storm arise ; let 
our political horizon gather blackness; let, our shores reverberate 
the thunder of hostile cannon, and how would these barks be driven 
before the fury of the tempest, and be dashed upon the rocks ! 

It was the opinion of many of our wisest and best men, that a war 
with England at the time of our recent difficulties with that nation, 
would have thrown back the civilization and evangelization of the 
world at least a century. Nor are the community generally aware, 
how narrowly we escaped a terrible war with that formidable 
power. Those who were admitted to the secret councils of both 
governments, assure us, that it was only by the exercise of mas- 
terly skill and profound diplomatic tactics, that the calamity was 
averted. Previous to the existence of these difficulties, and to our 
recent war with Mexico, we had supposed that the cloud of war 
had passed away, at least from our skies, forever. But that de- 
lusion has been dispelled, and we have been taught that a time of 
peace is only the slumber of hidden forces, to which the most reck- 
less politician may at any moment touch the fatal spark. The 
war spirit, notwithstanding what has been accomplished in edu- 
cation, refinement, the arts, science and religion, is yet in the hearts 
of the people. It beats with every pulsation, is felt in every nerve 
ar.d muscle of the system. 

We may be proud of our prosperity, may boast of our security, 
wealth and power, and yet we may be compared to a people 
building splendid cities and costly edifices upon the sides of an im- 
mense and beautiful mountain. Serene skies may for a time be 
over them, and fertile valleys covered with rich verdure, beneath 
them. The marts of business may be crowded, and commerce, 
science and art may all combine to add to the happiness of life. 
But within that mountain there are fires raging, that at any instant 
may burst forth, and involve all in one wild and terrible desolation. 

As a nation, we have received from heaven no charter securing 
the perpetuity of our prosperity and greatness. Mightier kingdoms 
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than this have fallen before the demon of war. Over the Assyrian, 
Medo-Persian and Roman empires long since war rolled its bloody 
and desolating surges, sweeping away the monuments of their 
greatness, blasting their prosperity, and involving their teeming 
millions of inhabitants in a common ruin. As the reflective travel- 
ler walks amid the tomb-stones of these dead empires, he may read 
a most forcible commentary upon the words of our great Teacher, 
— ■" They that take the sword, shall perish by the sword." 

My particular purpose, on the present occasion, is to attempt to 
show, that the destruction of the war-system is absolutely essential 
to the success of the various philanthropic and Christian enterprises, 
for which our age and nation are so eminently distinguished. 

I. In the first place, war wastes the resources of Christendom, and 
thus cripples every benevolent enterprise. 

The waste of property occasioned by war is so enormous, that in 
our attempts to exhibit it, figures seem to lose their functions, 
and stagger under the weight of the sums that they strive to repre- 
sent. As well might we attempt to count the sands upon the sea- 
shore, or measure the distances of the fixed stars, as to obtain an 
adequate conception of the vast expenditures that war has occa- 
sioned. To say nothing of the loss arising from the withdrawal of 
thousands of able-bodied men from the various departments of active 
industry ; to say nothing of the paralyzing effects of war upon trade, 
commerce, manufactures and agriculture ; the direct expenses alone 
seem sufficient to produce bankruptcy in a nation. In the United 
States, with all our refining and elevating influences, and our pro- 
fessed regard for justice, humanity and religion, there had been paid 
from the national treasury, from the time of the adoption of the Fed- 
eral Constitution down to the year 1849, $618,931,687, to support 
the war-system. We spent in Florida alone over $40,000,000 in 
fighting, as one of our statesmen has remarked, five hundred invis- 
ible Indians. The late war with Mexico, to go no farther back, 
cost us, in direct and indirect expenses, $150,000,000. Some 
writers put the amount as high as $200,000,000. If we ex- 
tend our inquiries to other parts of Christendom, we find Europe 
crushed under war debts, that, in 1840, amounted to ten thousand 
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millions of dollars. We find her inhabitants subjected to an annual 
tax of $1,000,000,000, — a tax that is felt most severely by the 
most industrious and laborious classes. England alone, the seat 
of refinement, of scientific eminence, of a polished literature, bul- 
wark of the Protestant faith, expended in the seven years' war of 
1756 * over $-560,000,000 ; in the American war of 1775, which 
continued eight years, $680,000,000. During ninety days preced- 
ing and following the battle of Waterloo, she is estimated to have 
spent an average of $5,000,000 per day. In her struggles to sub- 
due the Bourbons, and afterwards to restore them to the throne 
which Napoleon had usurped, it is estimated that England expend- 
ed $10,000,000,000. The wars of all Europe from 1793 to 1815 
caused a waste of $40,000,000,000. Indeed, the annual expen- 
ditures to sustain this barbarous system in nominal Christian 
nations amount to more than the entire profits on all the com- 
merce and manufactures of the world ; more by $100,000,000 than 
the amount of the exports of all nations ; more by $500,000,000 
than the value of the shipping of the civilized world ; more by 
$997,000,000 than is contributed by Christendom to extend the 
Gospel among heathen nations. 

Yes ; where we spend one dollar to spread abroad the principles 
of the gospel of peace, we spend three hundred and thirty-two dol- 
lars to sustain and perpetuate the war-system. The very power 
that Christianity confers upon a nation, by inciting to industry, call- 
ing into exercise human skill, and developing its resources, is em- 
ployed to curse rather than bless the world, in the proportion of 
three hundred and thirty-two to one. Yet not a few persons are 
looking for the speedy conversion of the world to Christ under the 
influence of the means now in operation. With this gigantic evil 
wasting and exhausting the Christian nations, preying upon the 
very vitals of their industrial resources, many from the mere pit- 
tance that is wrung from the community, are expecting the speedy 
dawn of millennium glory. We shall this week hear of he wonder- 
ful achievements of benevolent societies, whose expenditures, eom- 

* See Peace Manual for these and other statistics. 
1* 
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pared with the statistics we have given, are but as a drop lo the 
ocean. 

Suppose that in the midst of our holy festivities, while our anthem 
of praise was ascending to the Father of mercies for his blessing 
upon our Christian charities, it should be announced that a meeting 
would be held of the friends and supporters of war. A vast hall, 
decorated with the implements of death, with battle scenes, fierce 
and bloody engagements, is at the appointed hour thronged with 
the blood-thirsty multitudes. With cruelty depicted in every 
countenance, with malice, hatred, and the worst of passions 
raging in every heart, they crowd the vast enclosure. Widows 
and orphans, countless in number, made such by the monster war, 
mingle with the mass. The spirits of fourteen thousand millions 
of the slain in battle hover over the scene. Listen to the report. 
On reliable proof it is stated, that the standing armies of Christen- 
dom number three millions of men, being an increase of six hundred 
per cent, during the last century; that the army of Spain has 
amounted to one hundred and twenty thousand ; that of England 
in time of war, three hundred thousand ; that of France, four hun- 
dred thousand, and, in 1840, nine hundred thousand; that of 
Austria, seven hundred and fifty thousand; and that of Russia, 
whose iron heel has so recently crushed the liberties and hopes of 
so large a portion of Europe, one million. It is also stated that 
France alone has one hundred and twenty fortified places, and that 
the wall around Paris had in 1840 cost $50,000,000 ; that in the 
English arsenal there are twenty-seven thousand cannons, upon 
which millions of pounds have been wasted ; that our arsenal at 
Springfield contains muskets valued at $3,000,000 ; and that on 
the military academy at West Point, $4,000,000 have been ex- 
pended ; that our people cheerfully pay half a million of dollars for 
every first-class line-of-battle-ship that is built, a sum greater than 
the cost of a well-endowed college ; that the expense of every gun 
in the navy averages $15,000 a year, — an amount sufficient to sus- 
tain in Massachusetts twenty preachers of the Gospel at a salary 
of seven hundred and fifty dollars per year. After numerous other 
statements, under which language itself breaks down, we are in- 
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formed from calculations accurately made, that, in preparing and 
sustaining these standing armies, Christendom suffers directly and 
indirectly an annual loss of $5,266,000,000. 

Now compare with this the reports of our benevolent societies. 
Go farther, and add together the expenses of founding all our insti- 
tutions of learning and charity, our seminaries, colleges, schools, 
asylums, hospitals, retreats for the blind and the insane, the poor 
and the vicious, and they dwindle into insignificance in the 
comparison. 

But we may be met with the plea, that a portion, at least, of this 
vast expenditure is necessary in. order that nations may be in a 
state of defence against foreign invaders ; that, while the war-spirit 
prevails, there must be the means of protecting our rights and honor. 
It needs but little argument to show, that the more extensive a na- 
tion's preparations for war are, the greater is the liability of being 
plunged into its horrors; while an absence of such preparations 
takes away some of the most powerful incentives to war. Commu- 
nities that, under the influence of an enlightened and honorable 
policy, have established courts of justice, and systems of arbitration 
for the settlement of their difficulties, do not think of resorting to the 
battle-field. The several States of our Union, the counties of Eng- 
land, the provinces of France, maintain no standing armies to defend 
themselves against their neighbors. The United States Govern- 
ment is virtually a Congress of Nations, formed to secure the peace, 
and promote the prosperity of so many independent republics. It is, 
in many of its features, such an organization as the friends of peace 
are laboring to establish over all the Christian nations of the earth. 
We would have a United States Congress or Government, that 
would throw its broad shield of justice and humanity over Christen- 
dom ; that would teach men to act as reasonable beings, and not as 
brutes ; that would institute courts, instead of building arsenals and 
navy yards ; employ arguments instead of cannon shot ; depend 
upon the decisions of juries, rather than the bloody contests of ar- 
mies. And in the progress of civilization we are able to discern a 
tendency towards such a state of things. Communities that in 
former years were rent and torn by petty wars, are now living upon 
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the most amicable terms. The system of knight-errantry, once the 
disgrace and scourge of Europe, has with all its follies passed 
away. The feudal wars, that continued for centuries to fill Chris- 
tendom with confusion and bloodshed, that made every castle a for- 
tress, every baron a military chieftain, and every vassal a soldier, 
yielded to the efforts that were made to suppress them. The evils 
connected with them had become so intolerable, that popes, empe- 
rors, magistrates and citizens combined to exterminate it, and En- 
rope was at last delivered from their fearful ravages. 

We are well aware, that the custom for individuals to wear arms, 
has produced in innumerable instances private quarrels, and has 
fostered the spirit and furnished the means of strife. In those parts 
of our country where it is deemed necessary for personal safety to 
go armed with bowie knives and pistols, we are aware that deadly 
quarrels are very frequent, while at the North and East, where 
this custom does not prevail, such fatal combats are rare. The 
same experience is found in the history of nations. Those most 
thoroughly armed have been the most belligerent, while those that 
have made the least preparation for war have enjoyed, for the longest 
period, the blessings of peace. We are all familiar with the mili- 
tary forces of Great Britain, Russia, France and Holland. These 
nations, by cultivating the war spirit, have been made by the dispen- 
sation of Providence to drink most deeply of its bloody cup. From 
1700 to 1815, Great Britain was engaged in war sixty-nine years, 
Russia sixty-eight years, France sixty-three, and Holland forty- 
three. Frederick the Great of Prussia acknowledged, that he 
was induced to go to war with Maria Theresa chiefly because " he 
had troops always ready to act." Thus was produced that seven 
years' war that laid waste so large a portion of Europe, and brought 
such wretchedness upon millions of its inhabitants. More than six 
hundred years of the history of the Roman Empire are written in 
blood. Century after century did the war storms roll over her, her 
myriads of spears attracting the lightning of the tempest, and bring- 
ing upon her own embattled hosts the ruin which she was so active 
in pouring upon the surrounding nations. 

On the other hand, look at those communities that have culti- 
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tivated tlie principles of peace. Tlie Friends, who settled in Penn- 
sylvania, were conscientiously opposed to war; and, while others 
felt that it was not possible to avoid fighting the Indians, they lived 
on the most friendly terms with them. A companion of the cele- 
brated William Penn said, " Without any carnal weapons, we 
entered the land, and inhabited therein, as safe as if there had been 
thousands of garrisons." Says another, "This little State sub- 
sisted in the midst of six Indian nations without so much as a mili- 
tia for its defence." The venerable Clarkson in his life of Penn 
says, " The Pennsylvanians became armed, though without 
arms ; they became strong, though without strength ; they became 
safe without the ordinary means of safety. The constable's staff 
was the only instrument of authority amongst them for the greater 
part of a century; and never during the administration of Penn, or 
that of his proper successors, was there a quarrel or a war." Can 
we desire a more beautiful or conclusive example of the expediency 
as well as justice of the peace-system than is furnished by this 
little colony ? 

The oft-repeated injunction, " Tn time of peace prepare for 
war,'' is a relic of barbarism unfit to be acted upon by any Chris- 
tian people. It virtually requires, that while we are in the enjoy- 
ment of the blessings of peace, we fan the flame of war, and add 
fuel to the most brutal and ferocious of the human passions, It de- 
mands that men be taught the art of blood, and trained to direct 
with unerring aim the murderous fire. It requires that, while the 
God of peace is showering upon us the richest benefits, while the 
arts and sciences are flourishing, commerce extending, religion pros- 
pering, the land be covered with arsenals, navy yards, military 
depots, powder magazines, all parts of one vast infernal machine, 
that at any instant may explode and shatter the nation. 

We can come, therefore, to no other conclusion than that war, in 
whatever aspect we may view it, wastes the resources of Christen- 
dom, and occasions the destruction of the very means upon which 
we ought to depend for the noble work of elevating, civilizing, and 
christianizing the world. And while this enormous drain upon the 
industry and capital of Christendom continues, we have no hope of 
witnessing the universal spread of the Gospel. 
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II. In the nest place, roar retards the progress of Christianity, 
by breaking down the public conscience, and corrupting the morals 
of society. 

The power of Christian nations to civilize and enlighten the 
world, obviously depends upon the strength of their virtues, and the 
purity and predominance of their religion. Without a high stan- 
dard of morality, without integrity, justice, humanity at home, they 
can be of no benefit abroad. Each nation, as far as it has influ- 
ence over others, stamps its own character upon them. If it has 
virtues, they will be felt. If it has vices, their influence will be 
felt. As with individuals, so with nations. " A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit." 

What, then, is the tendency of war? We will not deny that 
some good men have engaged in it. We will not deny, that amid 
the horrors of the battle field an occasional tear has been shed ; that 
some feeble glimmerings o£ humanity have been discernible amid 
the darkness and terror of the storm. But the direct tendency of 
war, all will allow, is to destroy every virtue, deaden all sense of 
right and justice, foster every form of wickedness, instigate to the 
foulest crimes, and convert human beings into incarnate fiends. It 
sets at defiance the principles of Christianity, the authority of 
Heaven, and breaks down every law in the decalogue. Test it by 
each of the ten commandments separately, and see how summarily 
they are disposed of. The first two commandments break down 
under the atheism of war. The third is shattered by the blasphemy 
of the camp. The fourth is trodden under foot by its notorious 
Sabbath-breaking customs. So of the rest; the inhumanity, theft, 
adulteries, murders, and covetousness of war, make a complete 
breach over them all. 

Look at the influence of this evil upon our Christian, refined, 
humane country, during our recent Mexican war. One writer 
said,' — and I shudder to repeat it,* — "We go for giving the 
Mexicans hell, whether Christ be our guide or not. We go for 

* See Livermore's able and eloquent Review of the Mexican War, p. 250. 
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whipping them thoroughly any way ; and we must do it, or stand 
disgraced in the eyes of the civilized world." Another said, 
" We trust now that we shall hear no more of armistices, or suspen- 
sion of hostilities, at least, from our side. War, vigorous, devas- 
tating, unrelenting war, is the only resource ; and it is to he hoped 
that the Mexicans will be made to experience it." A member of 
Congress, in his official capacity, said, "He trusted it would be 
a war of conquest ; he was not one of those who would have a mild 
war, who were afraid of striking heavy blows. He would show no 
mercy til! the war was ended. If he could have his own way, one 
blow should follow another without mercy." A Governor of a 
State, who ought to rule in the fear of God, and teach the people 
righteousness, said, " In my judgment, the motto ' to conquer a 
peace' is now made indispensable — there is no alternative. Then 
let the nation's power be summoned to a mighty effort, and let it 
break upon that devoted country, peal after peal, in one unceasing 
note of thunder. Let the public right arm be made bare, and the 
sword remain unsheathed until peace is extolled." 

What has become of the public conscience and the public morals 
when such sentiments are uttered by the American press, and by 
officers high in authority? How can you present in a more con- 
densed form the essence of injustice, inhumanity, oppression and 
atheism, than as it is found in these declarations ? 

The eminent Robert Hall has with great truth said, " War re- 
verses all the rules of morality. It is nothing less than the tempo- 
rary repeal of the principles of virtue. It is a system out of which 
almost all the virtues are excluded, and in which almost all the 
vices are included. Whatever renders human nature amiable or 
respectable, whatever engages love or confidence, is sacrificed at its 
shrine." 

Deeds, which in civilized life are accounted the foulest crimes, 
are among the duties of war. Treachery, theft, murder, constitute 
the art. The robber in your streets is arrested, imprisoned, 
punished. The robber of neighboring nations is applauded. The 
murderer here of a single fellow-creature is regarded with pub- 
lic indignation, and his memory consigned to eternal infamy. 
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Though he has moved in circles of fashion, and enjoyed an enviable 
reputation, and been associated with the literary and scientific, yet 
he must, amid the throbbings of thousands of agitated hearts, swing 
from a gallows in yonder jail-yard, and his remains be hurried in 
the darkness of night to their final resting-place. Yet the murderer 
of thousands, he who comes to you wading through a sea of blood, 
is received with triumphal arches, illuminations, music, the ap- 
plause of the multitude. Instead of a prison, a palace is prepared 
for him. Instead of execrations, the most fulsome flatteries are 
heaped upon him. Instead of a platform, such as the murderer of 
one human being ascends, he appears upon a gayly-decorated bal- 
cony, the object of universal admiration. Such worship may indeed 
be grateful to the deity of misery, may gratify spirits from the dark 
world, who are anxious that the curse of war should be perpetu- 
ated, who are anxious that the chain forged in the pit, by which 
they hold the nations, should not be broken. But how does the 
God of Heaven regard it ? That is the question that concerns us, 
if we are not atheists. How does it bear upon the morals, piety, 
Christian benevolence of a Christian community 1 

Napoleon was accustomed to say, that " the worse the man the 
better the soldier," and also, that " the readiest way to govern sol- 
diers is by their vices ; and when they have none, they must be 
taught to contract them." 

Here is au honest confession indeed. But what, I would ask, 
must be nature of that system, the very existence of which depends 
upon the vices of its supporters ? What must be its character when 
it draws its vigor and strength from human wickedness, — when 
the soldier improves as the man degenerates, — when the military 
qualities ripen as the virtues die out? And if the soldier has no 
vices, the great war-teacher tells us, that he must be taught to con- 
tract them. If he cannot lie, steal, blaspheme his Maker, give loose 
to every vile passion, and commit murder readily and willingly, he 
must be sent to school, and be educated into these vices and crimes. 
Horrible principle, indeed ; and yet you and I cannot deny its truth ! 
We cannot dispute the authority of one whose home was the camp, 
whose life was spent in carnage, and who caused the destruction 
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of six millions of his fellow-creatures. He had opportunities 
to judge in the case which Heaven forbid that you or I may 
ever have ; and he tells lis, that if soldiers have not vices, they 
must be taught to contract them. Would you be shocked to be 
told that there were schools established for this purpose in this 
country? Would you be still more shocked to be told that 
you are contributing to their support ; contributing more by far 
than you give to send the Gospel to the heathen! Yet such 
is the fact. Every military camp, every fort, every navy ship, is 
such a school. I speak advisedly in this matter, and not without 
proof. An officer in our Mexican war said, " If you would wit- 
ness wickedness and vice, drunkenness, and all the vicious propen- 
sities of the human heart in their most odious colors, the American 
camp, I grieve to say, is the place where yon will behold them. 
This campaign is a grand school of iniquity and vice." 

" At Monterey, as at Matamoras," says an eye-witness, " murder, 
robbery and rape were committed in the broad light of day. On 
arriving at Mier, we learned that the second regiment of Indiana 
troops had commitled, the day before, outrages against the citizens 
of the most disgraceful character, stealing, insulting the women, 
breaking into houses," &c. Another, writing on the spot, says, 
" The scene of war, now presented in Mexico, is the most soul-sick- 
ening spectacle that ever disgraced a page in human history." 
Gen. Taylor himself, speaking of the volunteers in one of his de- 
spatches, said, " There is scarcely a form of crime that has not 
been reported to me as committed by them." 

While such schools continue, can it be otherwise than that the 
influence of our Christian education should be neutralized, and our 
efforts to elevate and bless society rendered abortive? The accounts 
which we received from Mexico during the war, teemed with the 
fruits of this terrible war education. One officer, just before expir- 
ing, was exulting over his victories and said, " We gave the Mexi- 
icans hell! " — thus acknowledging that they had it to give. And this 
officer, with his fellow-officers, are representatives sent thither at 
our bidding, at our expense ! This nation, whose mission it is to 
give to the world, Heaven ; this nation of Christian churches, Sab- 
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batli schools, Bibles, Missionary Societies; this nation, so proud of 
its justice, humanity and Protestant faith ; so full of compassion, as 
to send, at the public expense, to bring defeated Hungarians hither ; 
so solicitous, O mockery ! that the fleeing Kossuth may reach in 
safety this land of the free, this asylum of the oppressed; this nation, 
spending $150,000,000 and sacrificing 25,481 lives, to give to a 
neighboring republic hell ! ! 

Do any of you think that this term is too strong? Then 
let me invite you to gaze for a moment upon two or three of the 
scenes out of the many that have come to us, illustrative of its 
meaning. After the battle of Palo Alto, a correspondent writes, * 
"That night was to me a terrible one, which I shall never, never 
forget. The screams and groans of the wounded and dying on both 
sides, mangled and torn as they all were with the grape and six- 
pounder shot, — the conflagration of the battle* ground, fit emblem 
of the awful work of death which had so long been going on, — the 
moans of the poor oxen and horses, so terribly mangled , and the dread- 
ful uncertainty of the extent of our loss, and how many of our friends, 
who were alive at dinner, were then asleep forever, — the night 
work of our surgeons, with their horrible instruments all besmeared 
with human blood, — were sights and sounds and thoughts, I pray 
God in his mercy, may never visit me again." 

An officer wrote from Matamoras, May 23, 1846, " I went 
over the field after the battle of Resaca de la Palma; and the sight 
which met my eye there, was one which imagination can scarcely 
depict. Bodies of Mexican soldiers were lying about in every di- 
rection ; some with their heads partly or entirely shot off; others 
without legs or arms ; others with their entrails torn out. One man, 
a fine-looking fellow, was lying on the ground with a cartridge in 
his fingers, — having evidently been killed while in the act of prim- 
ing his musket. I crept about on my hands and knees through the 
chapparal, and at every few paces I would come across dead bod- 
ies ; and at one spot I discerned the body of a beautiful Mexican 
girl staked through the heart." 

* Livermore's Review of the Mexican War, p. 125, 
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The scene at the Bio Grande during the retreat and crossing of 
the Mexicans was indeed awful. " The water was covered with 
the miserable beings, who, confused and desperate, plunged about 
in the waves, calling on God to help them, or venting their impo- 
tent maledictions upon those who had forced them to a watery 
grave. They sunk by scores, clutching each other in the agonies 
of death ; and the ' mad river ' fairly boiled with the expiring 
breath of those who had sunken under its dark waves." 

The following was addressed to the Louisville Courier, dated 
Monterey, Oct. 17, 1847 : — " While I was stationed with our left 
wing in one of the forts on the evening of the 21st, I saw a Mex- 
ican woman busily engaged in carrying bread and water to the 
wounded men of both armies. I saw the ministering angel raise 
the head of a wounded man, give him water and food, and then 
bind up his ghastly wound with a handkerchief she took from her 
own head. After having exhausted her supplies, she went back to 
her house to get more bread and water for others. As she was 
returning on her mission of mercy to comfort other wounded per- 
sons, I heard the report of a gun, and saw the poor innocent crea- 
ture fall dead ! I think it was an accidental shot that struck her. 
I would not be willing to believe otherwise. It made me sick at 
heart, and turning from the scene, I involuntarily raised my eyes 
toward heaven and thought, — Great God ! is this war ? Passing the 
spot the next day, I saw her body still lying there, with the bread 
by her side, and the broken gourd with a few drops of water still 
in it, — emblems of her errand. We buried her, and while we 
were digging her grave, cannon balls flew around us like hail." 

Did not the dying officer utter a truth when he said, " we gave 
the Mexicans hell! " And what, I would ask, must be the effect of 
such foul deeds upon the conscience and morals of the community ? 
How, while under the blighting and blasting influence of such a 
system, are we ever to reach that standard of integrity, virtue and 
piety, which will render us fit instruments for spreading the Gospel 
of peace over the earth ? If we have no other than a War-Chris- 
tianity to extend, better disband our Missionary Societies, and direct 
all our energies to the removal of this gigantic evil. If we would 
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stamp our character upon other nations, let it be a character worthy 
of their reception, worthy of their imitation. Let it be one that 
shall bless and not curse them ; that shall elevate and not debase 
them, that shall save and not ruin them. , 

III. In the next place, the war-system destroys the vigor and life 
of the church, and thus weakens every Christian enterprise. 

The history of Christianity demonstrates the fact, that the pro- 
gress of the Gospel has been in proportion to the adherence of its 
followers to the principles of peace. The slightest, infusion of the 
war-spirit into the church has weakened its energies, and blighted 
its piety. 

During the first three centuries after the mission of Christ, the 
principles of peace maintained their ascendancy in the church, and 
the triumphs of the Gospel were most signal and glorious. The 
early missionaries, in obedience to the commands of their Master, 
went forth with no other weapon than the sword of the spirit, no 
shield but that of faith, no helmet but that of salvation ; and every- 
where the Gospel made rapid advances. Converts were multiplied 
throughout the Roman Empire. Christian churches were estab- 
lished, and Paganism, with its debasing superstitions and brutal- 
izing influences, yielded to the mild sway of the Prince of Peace. 

So conscientious were these early Christians in regard to engag- 
ing in war, so utterly incompatible did they deem its practices with 
the teachings of Christ, that no motives could induce them to bear 
arms. The most eminent Christian writers for three hundred years 
were unanimous in their condemnation of the war-system. Justin 
Martyr, Tatian, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Ambrose, Chry- 
sostom, Jerome, and others were of the opinion, that it is unlawful 
for Christians to engage in war. Clement of Alexandria gave to 
Christians the appellation of " the Peaceable?' to distinguish them 
from the rest of the world ; and Justin Martyr and Tertullian re- 
garded the remarkable prophecy of Isaiah as being fulfilled, — 
" They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks, and learn war no more." Celsus, in his attack 
upon the Christian religion, at the end of the second century, 
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brought up, as one of his charges, the fact, that Christians refused 
to bear arms for the Emperor even in cases of necessity ; and Ori- 
gen, in his reply in the third century, acknowledged the fact, and 
justified it on the ground, that war is not lawful for Christians. 

Soldiers, too, when they became converts to Christianity, aban- 
doned the military profession, and refused any longer to serve. Ter- 
tullian, Archelaus and Eusebius all testify to this fact; and even 
Gibbon, in a sneering manner, bears witness to the pacific princi- 
ples of the early Christians. 

So conscientious were these noble men, that many of them pre- 
ferred death rather than yield to the military laws. Maximilian 
having been brought before the tribunal to be enrolled as a soldier, 
the pro-consul asked him his name. He replied, " I am a Chris- 
tian, and cannot fight." The pro-consul, Dion, still ordered him to 
be enrolled, and commanded the officer to mark him. Maximilian 
still refused, on the ground of his Christian profession. The pro- 
consul threatened him with death, if he did not submit ; to which 
he replied, " I cannot fight if I die. I am not a soldier of this 
world, but a soldier of God." He was accordingly delivered over 
to the executioner. 

Marcellns, a centurion in the Legion called Trajana, became a 
Christian while holding his commission. At a festival, he threw 
down his military belt at the head of the Legion, and declared that 
he could serve no longer. " It is not lawful," he said, " to bear arms 
for any earthly consideration." After an imprisonment of three 
months, he was put to death. Cassian, the notary to the same Le- 
gion, followed his example and suffered his fate. Many other 
instances occurred of a similar character, showing not only the 
noble heroism of these martyrs, but also that there was in that day, 
if there is not in this, " a higher law," to which conscientious men 
rendered unwavering obedience. 

At length, however, the church took the sword, and from that 
moment her power began to waver. Her primitive loveliness, pu- 
rity and glory faded away. The sweet accents of mercy and peace 
were exchanged for the war-trumpet, and " the still, small voice " 
8* 
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that whispered of pardon and heaven, was lost in the clash of 
hostile armies. 

In the fourth century, this war-degeneracy was consummated 
under Constantine by a union of the church with the state, and 
from that period, for centuries, the history of the church is written 
in blood. Professing Christians by thousands enlisted in the army, 
and were led forth to battle by the highest dignitaries of the church. 
Prayers were offered up to the God of peace for his aid in the work 
of slaughter, and solemn thanksgivings were rendered for success 
in the work of blood. When Magdeburg was a heap of smoking 
ruins, and thirty thousand of her citizens, men, women and children, 
were weltering in blood, or consuming in the ashes of their own 
dwellings, the conqueror ordered a Te Deum to be publicly chanted 
in gratitude to God. While millions were perishing in the Cru- 
sades, and in the wars with the Mohammedans, the services and 
power of the church were actively employed to inflame the war- 
spirit, and stimulate its members in butchering their fellow-men. 
Indeed, the war-degeneracy of the church was the great heresy 
that corrupted her doctrines, paganized her character, wasted her , 
strength, and prepared the way for that deluge of darkness that 
rolled over Christendom, and for a thousand years extinguished the 
light of the Gospel, and buried up the hopes of the world. 

In the Great Reformer of the sixteenth century, the primitive 
pacific policy of the church re-appeared, and again the truth was 
clothed with power. Luther, with no carnal weapons in his hands, 
no worldly ambition or malice in his heart, simply preaches the 
Gospel of peace. The nations of Europe listen. The pillars of the 
Vatican tremble; the foundations of the Papacy are shaken, and 
the Reformation travels on in the greatness of its strength. Thous- 
ands flock to its standard. Entire communities break away from 
their allegiance to the Pope, and pure religion revives in Germany, 
Italy, France, and the northern nations of Europe. 

But after the death of the Reformer, the demon of war again en- 
ters the church, and again the brightness of her crown fades, the 
glory of her sceptre departs, and her pure white robes are stained 
with blood. Nations professing to follow the same Redeemer meet 
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upon the battle-field, and with all the hatred, revenge and rage of 
fiends, strive to destroy each other. And so thoroughly was 
the church infected with the war-spirit, that until recently no 
man in the British Empire could receive a commission for the whole- 
sale butchery of his fellow-men without first furnishing a certificate 
that he was a member of the church of Christ. The Archbishop of 
England composes, for the use of the holy sanciuary, forms of 
thanksgiving to God for such barbarities as were perpetrated in 
the nineteenth century upon the Chinese and Afghans. 

In looking at the history of the American church, we see that it 
is only within the thirty-five years of peace that have elapsed since 
the downfall of Napoleon, that nearly all our national benevo- 
lent societies have been established. Previous to that period we 
did nothing towards spreading the Gospel among the heathen, and 
but little towards evangelizing the destitute portions of our own 
country. This cessation of the storms of war, temporary for 
aught we can tell, the church has availed itself of, to make some 
feeble efforts towards carrying into execution the Saviour's 
last command. And much indeed has been accomplished, 
for which we are thankful to Heaven. Yet all these enterprises 
are still in their infancy. It is only a little light here and there that 
has penetrated the darkness of heathenism. And until the church 
is divorced from the war-system, she cannot expect that the heathen 
will be given to her " for an inheritance," and " the uttermost parts 
of the earth for a possession." 

David, though in many respects a man after God's own heart, 
was not permitted to build a temple for the Lord, because he had 
" shed much blood upon the earth." Can we then expect that the 
Prince of Peace will confer upon any generation infected with the 
war-spirit, the high honor of building that spiritual temple to which 
all the tribes and nations of the earth shall resort, in which the ju- 
bilee of the world's emancipation from sin shall be celebrated, and 
the song sung, " The kingdoms of the earth have become the king- 
doms of our Lord, and he shall reign forever and ever" ? The an- 
tagonism between Christianity and War is too marked and intense 
to allow us to entertain for a moment such an expectation. 
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IV. I remark, in the fourth place, that the war-system obstructs 
the progress of the Gospel by prejudicing the heathen themselves 
against the whole system of Christianity. 

The only knowledge that many of them have had of Christian 
nations has been derived through the wars of these nations. Chris- 
tianity, itself an angel of peace and love, has been presented to 
them as the vulture of war. It has approached them to desolate 
their homes, rob them of their treasures, burn their villages and 
cities, slaughter their wives and children, and heap upon them 
every form of misery. So great was the hostility of the Chinese on 
this account to the* nominal Christian nations, that they expelled 
the Jesuits from their country with indignation and loathing. A 
Chinese Emperor once said, " Wherever Christians go, they whiien 
the soil with human bones ; and I will not have Christianity in my 
empire." In Japan, laws were passed for this same reason, forbid- 
ding Christians to land upon their shores ; and every man, woman 
and child in the country was required once a year to go through the 
ceremony of trampling in scorn upon the cross. In Bitrmah, the 
devoted Judson and his associates met, at first, with violent oppo- 
sition, on account of the deep-seated prejudices that war had pro- 
duced. The efforts that have been made to christianize the abor- 
igines of America have been, in a great measure, abortive, for the 
same reason. 

Some persons may attribute this opposition to the natural enmity 
of the human heart to the truth. But these people, when they 
contracted their prejudices, did not know enough of the Gospel to 
form an opinion of its real merits and character. Their hatred arose 
from the dread of Christian armies, and their horror of the refined 
cruelties and awful barbarities of Christian battles. 

A Itomish priest, not long after the conquest of South America 
by the Spaniards, was conversing with some Indians upon the truth 
and value of the Christian faith, and pointing Out the blessedness 
of Heaven, and the awful retributions that were suffered in hell. 
The savages, after listening attentively, asked, Are there any Span- 
iards in Heaven? O certainly, replied the priest, the Spaniards are 
children of the church, and they all goto Heaven ! Then, retorted 



109] 23 

those indignant sons of the forest, sir, we'll go to hell ! They feit 
that it was enough for them to be with Spaniards in this world, 
without being cursed with their society in the next. 

The Rev. Mr. Wolfe, a distinguished missionary, frequently en- 
countered opposition from these prejudices. He states, that he one 
day gave a Turk the fifth chapter of Matthew to read, as illustrat- 
ing the beauty of the doctrines of the Gospel. "But," said the 
Turk, " you Christians are the greatest hypocrites in the world." 
" How so ? " asked the missionary. " Why, here it is said, Blessed 
are the peace-makers ; and yet yoa, more than any others, teach 
us to make war, and are yourselves the greatest warriors on earth ! 
How can you be so shameless?" Another said to him one day, 
" Why do you come to us ? " The missionary replied, " to bring 
you peace." " Peace," replied the Turk, leading him to a corridor 
and pointing him to Mount Calvary, " there, upon the very spot 
where your Lord poured out his blood, the Mohammedan is obliged 
to interfere to prevent Christians from shedding the blood of each 
other!" 

The late war of England with China increased to a very great 
extent the hostility that before existed in that empire to Chris- 
tianity. The accounts that have come to us of that war are most 
heart-sickening, and show what deep impressions it must have 
made of the barbarous character of their foes. " At Ningpo," says 
one writer, " the people, hurrying to get out of the city as fast as 
possible, were crowded in dense masses into the narrow street, 
where, coming up with our cannon within one hundred yards of 
them, we poured upon the crowded fugitives so destructive a fire 
of grape and canister, that we had to remove their dead or wounded 
bodies to the sides of the street before our guns could advance ; and 
thus we pursued them for miles with our artillery and bayonets ! " 

Another gives an account of individual suffering : — "After we 
had forced our way over piles of furniture to barricade the door, we 
entered an open court strewed with rich stuffs, and covered with 
clotted blood; and upon the steps leading to the great hall lay, in 
their own gore, two bodies of youthful Tartars, apparently brothers, 
cold and stiff. Having gained the threshold of their abode, they 
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had fallen from the loss of blood, and died on the spot. Stepping 
over these bodies, we entered the hall, and met face to face three 
women seated, a mother and two daughters. 

At their feet lay two bodies of elderly men, with their throats cut, 
and their senseless heads resting on the feet of their relations. To 
the right were two young girls, beautiful and delicate, crouching 
over a living soldier, and endeavoring thus to conceal him. I 
stopped, horror-struck at what I saw, and stood spell-bound to the 
spot. The women must have discovered my feelings ; for the ex- 
pression on the mother's face of cold, unutterable despair soon 
changed to the evident workings of scorn and bate, which at last 
burst forth in a paroxysm of invective, and finally sought relief in 
floods of tears. Action was the only language she could make 
intelligible to us ; and, coming close to me, she seized me by the 
arm, and, with clenched fist and deadly frown, pointed to the 
bodies, to her daughters, to herself, and her yet splendid house. 
Then she stepped back a pace, closed her hands firmly, and in a 
hoarse, husky voice spoke, as I could see by her gestures, of her 
misery, of her hate, and, I doubt not, of revenge. It was a scene 
one could not bear long. I attempted by signs to explain, and offered 
my services to pass her in safety through the gates into the open 
country ; but the poor woman would not listen to me, and the whole 
family were by this time in loud and bitter lamentations." 

Such are some of the arguments with which Christian nations 
have recommended their religion to the Chinese and other Pagans. 
Instead of giving to them the blessings of a pure faith, they have 
made them feel the cruelties and horrors of their terrible war-system. 
Instead of seeking for them a baptism of the Holy Ghost, they have 
drenched their land with blood. Instead of laboring to bring them 
into the fold of Christ, they have erected around them a wall of 
prejudice, higher, more solid and impregnable, than the wall that 
surrounds the Chinese Empire. 

In those countries where the wars of Christendom w T ere but little 
known, the Gospel has met with a remarkable and glorious recep- 
tion. In the Sandwich and South Sea Islands, Christianity was 
first mainly brought before the minds of the people through 
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the lives and teachings of the humble missionary, and with the 
results we are all familiar. But what, I would seriously ask, 
has been accomplished towards the evangelization of tlrose portions 
of Asia, Africa and America, over which Christian nations have 
rolled the dark clouds of war ? 

Look for example at the Chinese nation. The American Board 
of Foreign Missions has had laborers in that field for over twenty 
years, and at the present moment there are one hundred missionaries 
with their assistants, who are preaching and teaching the Gospel. 
Among these are some of the most faithful, laborious and eminent 
missionaries that have ever gone forth in obedience to the Saviour's 
last command. But what have they effected towards christianizing 
that people? How many of the three hundred and ninety millions 
of that vast empire have been induced to embrace the true faith '.' 
I have searched the reports of our missionary societies in vain for 
a satisfactory answer to this question. I find general statements 
in regard to the accessibility of the people, the good that has been 
done, the various religious books that have been published, and the 
advantages which commerce, science, geography and literature are 
deriving from the missions. But I find little said in regard to cases 
of actual conversion. Notwithstanding that people have enjoyed 
the labors of such men as Morrison, Medhurst, Gutzlaff, Bridgman, 
Abeel, Williams, Munson, Parker, Wolfe, Tracy, Woods, Richards, 
and a host of others ; notwithstanding the vast sums that have been 
expended upon these missions ; notwithstanding the wide distribu- 
tion of tracts and religious books, and the fervent prayers that have 
ascended to God for his blessing upon this interesting people, still the 
darkness of heathenism continues to envelop them. And if you would 
know the chief causes of the signal failure that has attended many 
of the noble efforts of these noble men, you will find stated in the 
published reports of the American Board and other missionary socie- 
ties, that the war-system of Christian nations, and the opium trade, 
are the chief obstacles to the progress of the Gospel. An eye-wit- 
ness says, " The British forces have made Christianity and civili- 
zation, in the eyes of the Chinese, synonymous with murder and 
rapine." 
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Can we wonder at the slow progress of ihe Gospel under circum- 
stances so unfavorable for its reception ? Our sensibilities are 
shocked at the cruelties of heathenism, at the sight of the Hindoo 
widow lighting her funeral pile, at a view of the savage swinging 
upon the sharp-pointed hook, or the devotee lacerating his body. 
We turn away in disgust from the cannibalism of the Fejee Island- 
ers ; from the idol Juggernaut crushing beneath its ponderous wheels 
the deluded victim of superstition ; from the unnatural mother offer- 
ing her own children as sacrifices to false deities. And shall we be 
surprised if our own barbarities, our worse than heathen cruelties, 
excite the prejudices of the untutored savage, and clog the chariot- 
wheels of salvation ? 

It is clear, without further argument, to every ingenuous mind, 
that unless the war-system of Christian nations is broken down and 
swept away, we must despair of seeing the world converted to 
Christ. This is the naked fact, that stands out with fearful prom- 
inence before the community. We may embarrass the peace 
cause by a thousand abstract questions, touching the right of 
self-defence, the right of revolution ; the inquiry whether war is, 
under all circumstances, unjustifiable. But whatever opinions 
may be formed on these points, they will not affect the great 
fact before us. The continuance of our wars is virtually the con- 
tinuance of the reign of the powers of darkness over the earth. 
Every navy ship that sails from our ports, every soldier who is 
enrolled, every fort that is built, every arsenal that is established, 
and every cannon that is cast, puts farther off the day when 
the heathen shall be given to Christ for his inheritance. 

Is it not, then, the duty of every Christian and every philanthro- 
pist to do all in his power to rid Christendom of this giant evil? Is 
it not specially our duty to engage in this work ? If there is a 
nation, upon whom the responsibility rests of setting an example of 
a friendly and pacific intercourse with foreign countries, it is this 
nation; for nearly all the blessings that we enjoy have been se- 
cured to us by peace. Under its benign influence, our schools and 
churches have risen up, science has advanced, the arts have flour- 
ished, facilities for intercourse have increased, and our commerce 



113] 27 

has floated securely upon every sea. Besides, as the people are 
the greatest sufferers in time of war ; as it is their blood that is so 
profusely shed, their millions that are squandered, their cities and 
villages that are destroyed, they should, when they have the power, 
be the first to deliver their country from so awful a scourge. Were 
we under a despotism where our influence would be little felt, the 
case would be different. But with the sovereignty in the hands 
of the people, they may create a right public opinion upon this ques- 
tion, that shall not only deliver as from the evils of war, but an 
opinion that shall receive the respect of all Christendom. Upon 
some nation, the honor will rest of taking the lead in this great 
Reformation. Shall not we covet it? Shall we not strive to be 
the Messiah-nation, commissioned of Heaven to extend to the 
world the sceptre of peace, authorized to teach the nations "to beat 
their swords into ploughshares, their spears into pruning-hooks, 
and learn war no more " ? 

Upon the American church there rests a vast responsibility in this 
matter. The great reformatory element that has been thrown into 
society to work it clear of all its evils, is the Gospel. Here is our 
hope. To the church we look for that combination of energy and 
discretion, zeal and knowledge, strength of principle, and spirit of 
charity, which are essential to the success of every benevolent enter- 
prise. Organizations for the destruction of specific evils, that are 
independent of the church, or antagonistic to it, are sure to fail of their 
object. Lacking that spirit of universal kindness and enlarged phi- 
lanthropy which the Gospel enjoins, they are liable in their action to 
degenerate into measures of doubtful expediency, and still more 
doubtful success. 

The church, however, to retain and increase her power, must 
lead rather than follow the spirit of reform. She must be the 
pioneer in every philanthropic movement, rather than a cautious 
observer ready to imbibe only so much of the spirit as will contri- 
bute to her own prosperity and safety. If there are hearts out of the 
church that beat with a deeper sympathy for the various forms of 
human suffering than those within ; if there rise up in the commu- 
nity higher standards of justice and light than those which control 
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the pulpit, then will the power of the church as surely wane, as it 
did in the third century, when the war-degeneracy spread over it. 
We have received no charter from Heaven, securing to us the per- 
petuity of our church organizations. We have no doctrine of infal- 
libility behind which we can retreat. Christianity is God's gift to 
mankind, to deliver them from all evil, to overthrow every system 
of iniquity ; and it has power just in proportion to the adherence of 
of its followers to its vital principles. If we would see it clothed 
with its primitive strength, and melting away Paganism, and roll- 
ing before it the darkness of heathenism, we must have the spirit 
and principles of its primitive disciples. 

It has been the aim of the American Peace Society to act with 
and through the church in the accomplishment of its noble designs. 
It aims at no higher honor than that of being " the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord." It 
unites cordially in the exclamation, "How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub- 
lisheth peace ! " Let us then sustain this noble institution ; let us 
give to it the means of extending far and wide its influence and its 
principles ; and ere long will the thunder of battle cease ; ere long 
will the dark clouds of war break away, and reveal a sky radiant 
with the brightness of him who comes to reign as " the Prince of 
Peace." On the retiring clouds shall be seen painted the bow of 
promise, — Heaven's sure pledge that the earth shall never again 
be deluged with blood. 



